TEAM USA success bittersweet in return fo New Zealand

After a year's absence, respected motorsports journalist Jeremy
Shaw re-fired his Team USA program, a focused package that has
been designed to help develop young American talent. American
heroes like Jimmy Vasser, Bryan Herta, Jerry MNadeau, Memo
Gidley, Buddy Rice, A.J. Allmendinger and the late Tony Renna were all part
of Team USA in the past and now back up-and-running, the new crop of
American talent will be able to benafit from this international experience. In
the past, the team has focused its effort on taking drivers to New Zealand
during the months of January and February to run in the country’s ultra-
competitive Formula Ford series and this year's return - after a year's hiatus

was bittersweet in its end result

Shaw tagged a trio of young competitors to carry the red, white and blue
banner for the 2004 edition, signing up U.S, FF2000 star Charlie Kimball,
Skip Barber Big Scholarship winner Joe D'Agostino and upstart open wheel
driver Fyen Millen. The program was the New Zealand International Formula
Ford Series, which consisted of three consecutive weekends in January.

The three Americans traveled south before the New Year to begin testing
their trio of identically-prepared Stealth Van Diemens, which were run by
the Canterbury Motor Racing School team, based in Christchurch. The first
two races were held at Levels Raceway in Timaru on January 11, The team
then trekked south to Teretonga for the New Zealand Grand Prix meeting on
January 18, and then it was back to Christchurch for the final round as part
of the historic Lady Wigram Trophy weekend at Ruapuna Park Raceway on
January 25 (far right bottom).

D'Agosting came out of the blocks strongly in Round #1 at Timaru,
leading a majority of the opening dice before settling for a runner-up finish.
In the second race, he finished sixth to sit third overall in the post-weekend
standings. Kimball posted a solid fourth in Race #1 but fell victim to a broken
gearbox in the second main while Millen fought from a starting position deep
in the pack into the top ten, driving off in the first race while fighting for sixth

before carding an impressive fifth in the second main.

At Teretonga, the outing was a wild one. In the opening race — Round
#3 - was positioned as a preliminary sprint for the headline New Zealand
Grand Prix that would be held later that day. In the 11-lap race, Kimbal
worked his way forward, first benefiting from a Millen miscue that elimi-
nated another competitor as well as himself. Kimball then went to work on
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