Scholarship co-ordinator Jeremy Shaw, a former SpeedSport comespondent and now =
known by Kiwis as the ‘voice behind Champ Car’ TV coverage’, explains about the

Team USA Scholarship programme and how they came to compete in New Zealand.

he Team USA Scholarship

has become a labour of love

since its inception in 1990.
While it has surely been responsible
for a large number of gray hairs, it has
also resulted in an enormous amount
of satisfaction. More importantly, it has
provided a significant boost in the early
career development of some extremely
talented American youngsters.

The project started at a time when
drivers were finding it especially tough to
make “the next step” up the motor racing
ladder. Racers also were feeling the pinch
in England, where a dilution of the proving
ground categories had resulted in the
cancellation of some British Formula Ford
Championship races due to a lack of entries,
With the future of one of England's crown
jewels, the Formula Ford Festival, apparently
in jeopardy, myself and a small group of
friends decided to try to raise enough funding
to send a deserving youngster to the traditional
end-of-season knock-out competition at
Brands Hatch.

Jimmy Vasser, who had been displaying
his talents in Formula Ford 2000, was selected
as the first winner. When he arrived at Brands
Hatch, the Californian was greeted by one of
the largest enfries the Festival had ever seen.
So much for the event being on its last legs!
From a results standpoint, the foray was dis-
astrous — Vasser had very little testing, in an
unproven car, and he was involved in a crash
on the first lap of the first heat race. But he
learned a great deal and even now looks back
on the trip with fond memaories.

Since then the profile of the Scholarship
has risen steadily. In “95, after the Formula
Ford Festival had drifted away from its original
format, it was decided instead to contest a
non-championship Formula 3 race at Donington
Park. It was a good exercise but relatively
expensive. One year later, the Formula Opel
“Mations Cup" was run in England for the first
time, and proved an excellent fit, featuring
two-car teams, each with cars painted in
national colour schemes. It was affordable,
well-promoted and enjoyed a high profile.
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The Nations Cup was superceded by a
Formula Opel Winter Series in 1998, which
provided the Team USA Scholarship with its
first title through the efforts of 20-year-old
Californian Paul Edwards. Repeat Scholarship
recipient Edwards again proved victorious one
year later in the Formula Palmer Audi Winter
Series, which was run along the lines of North
America's Barber Dodge Pro Series, offering
gxcellent value for money and a level playing
field for the drivers. Phil Giebler repeated the
success in 2000, whereupon the demise of

FPA demanded a fresh outlook for the present
season. Enter the Talley's New Zealand
Formula Ford Championship, or at least the
International element, comprising eight races
over five weekends in January and February.

In some ways Formula Ford represents a
step backward, but not so far as driver devel-
opment is concerned. It has proven its worth
throughout the past 35 years, and remains as
effective as ever. The Team USA Scholarship
has found a new home.







